Special Meeting Agenda
Parks & Waterways
Discussion of Waterways Restricted Zone Designations
for the Spokane River, Lower Twin Lake, and Fernan Lake
June 28, 2021
2:30 p.m.
451 N. Government Way, Administration Building, Meeting Room 1A/B
A. Call to Order
B. Changes to the Agenda (Action)
C. Chairman’s Comments (Discussion)
D. Public Comment (Discussion)
E. Business (Discussion)
1. Public Comment Regarding Revision to Resolution 2021-63, which is an
Amendment to Resolution 2020-38 and Parks and Waterways Ordinance
Sections 6-2-6 & 6-2-4 with regard to Lower Twin Lake and Fernan Lake
(Discussion – Maximum time allocation to be one (1) hour).
2. Public Comment Regarding Revision to Resolution 2021-63, which is an
Amendment to Resolution 2020-38 and Parks and Waterways Ordinance
Sections 6-2-6 & 6-2-4 with regard to the Spokane River (Discussion – Maximum
time allocation to be one (1) hour).
F. Adjourn

To allow for proper social distancing and allowing public meetings to be conducted remotely.
 To watch via YouTube, go to https://www.youtube.com/kootenaicountyidaho
 To participate or listen via telephone dial (205) 825-9699
 Please be sure to keep your devices on mute to limit background noise.

Kootenai County does not discriminate against individuals or groups on the basis of disability in the admission access to,
or treatment in, its public meetings, programs, or activities. Requests for assistance or accommodations can be arranged by
contacting the Board of County Commissioners Office at (208) 446-1600.

Resolution zozr-63
AMENDED Kootenai County'Waterways Restricte

d.

Zone Designation

WHEREAS, the Kootenai County Board of Commissioners (hereinafter referred to

as

"the Board"), pursuant to Idaho Code $3r-8o7, is authorized to preserve, take care of,
manage, and control county properLy; and

WHEREAS, the Board is empowered to enact ordinances necessary or proper to
provide for the safety, promote the health and prosperity, improve the morals, peace
and good order, comfort and convenience of the court and its inhabitants pursuant to
Iraso CoNsurrrrloNArticle XII, section z and Idaho Code $$gr-Zr+ and67-7o3r(9); and
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WHEREAS, the prohibition against excessive wake hereinabove shall not apply to the
reasonable operation of a vessel at transition speed while transiting on or offplane; and
WHEREAS, the prohibitions contained in this Resolution shall not apply to emergency
or patrol or rescue vessels; and
WHEREAS, the Board has determined and finds that the restricted zone designations
set forth hereinabove shall be adopted, establishing a no-excessive wake zone on the
Spokane River, Fernan Lake, and Lower Twin Lake.

NO.W THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the no-excessive wake
zones identified hereinabove shall be established and enforced and that the instant
Resolution be codified as an appendix to the Kootenai County Parks andWateruaAs
Ordinance pursuant to Section 6-z-zt, and supersede those portions of Resolution
zozo-38 establishing a limited no-excessive wake zone on along the Spokane River, and
on Fernan and Lower Twin Lakes between the roo foot no-wake zone and r5o-feet from
shoreline or any dock, pier, or other structure.

Upon a motion to adopt the text of the foregoing Resolution made by Commissioner
the following
, secondedby Commissioner-,

ffi

Commissioner Duncan:
Commissioner Brooks:
Chairman Fillios:
Upon said roll call, the text of the foregoing was duly enacted as a Resolution of the
Board of Commissioners of Kootenai County, Idaho onthe
dayof
202-1..

KOOTENAI COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
JIM BRANNON, CLERK

Chris Fillios, Chairman

Deputy Clerk

Leslie Duncan,

Bill Brooks,

Resolution zozo-38
Kootenai County Waterways Restricte d. Zone Designation
WHEREAS, the Kootenai County Board of Commissioners (hereinafter referred to

as

"the Board"), pursuant to Idaho Code $3r-8o7, is authorized to preserve, take care of,
manage, and control county property; and

WHEREAS, the Board is empowered to enact ordinances necessary or proper to
provide for the safety, promote the health and prosperity, improve the morals, peace
and good order, comfort and convenience of the court and its inhabitants pursuant to
Ioeso CoxsrmrrrloN Article XII, section z and Idaho Code S$3r-Zr+ and 67-7oSr(S);
and

WHEREAS ,the Kootenai County Parks andWaterwaAs Ordinance provides for the
codification of resolutions adopted by the Board of Commissioners as an appendix to the
ordinance, Kootenai County Code, Section 6-z-zt; and

WHEREAS, the Kootenai County Sheriffhas recommended amending Kootenai
County Code, Section 6-z-6, to: establish a no-excessive wake zone along the Spokane
River and on Fernan and Lower Twin Lakes between the roo foot no-wake zone codified
at Kootenat County Parks andWateruaAs Ordinance, Section 6-z-+(C)(+), and a
distance of r5o feet from shoreline or any dock, pier, or other structure; and to establish
a no-excessive wake zone on all other Kootenai Countywaterways between the zoo-foot
no-wake zone codified at Kootenai County Parks andWateruaAs Ordinance, Section 6z-+(BXt), and a distance of 3oo feet from shoreline or any dock, pier, or other structure
in the water; and

WHEREAS, the term "excessive wake" shall be defined

resulting from
operating a vessel at the speed at which boats create the most wake, moving quickly and
displacing the most water, i.e. plowing; the wave resulting from operating a vessel in an
artificiallybow-high manner to increase or enhance a wake, including wake
enhancement by use of ballast, mechanical hydrofoils, uneven loading; the operating at
transition speed, i.e. operating a vessel at greater than no*wake speed, but not fast
enough to cause the vessel to plane; or the wave resulting from operating a vessel to
cause water to lap onto or over a dock, pier, or other lawfully permitted encroachment.
as the wave

WHEREAS, the Board, upon advice of the Kootenai County Sheriff, has determined
and finds that the recommended restricted zone designations shall be adopted,
establishing a no-excessive wake zone as deemed necessary between loo-feet and r5ofeet from shoreline or any dock, pier, or other structure on the Spokane River and
Fernan and Lower Twin Lakes, and establishing a no-excessive wake zone as deemed
necessary between zoo-feet and 3oo-feet from shoreline or any dock, pier, or other
structure on all other Kootenai CounU public waters.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the no-excessive wake
zones identified hereinabove shall be established and enforced and that the instant
Resolution be codified as an appendix to the Kootenai County Porks and WaterwaAs
Ordinance pursuant to Section 6-z-zt.

Upon a motion to adopt the text of the foregoing Resolution made by Commissioner
Fillios, seconded by Commissioner Brooks, the following vote was recorded:
Commissioner Brooks:
Commissioner Duncan
Chairman Fillios:

Aye
Nay
Aye

Upon said roll call, the text of the foregoing was duly enacted as a Resolution of the
Board of Commissioners of Kootenai County, Idaho on the zt't day of May, 2o2o.
KOOTENAI COI-INTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Chris Fillios, Chairman

Leslie Duncan, Commissioner

Bill Brooks, Commissioner

ATTEST:
JIM BRANNON, CLERK

Deputy Clerk

6-24: VESSEL OPERATION

:

A. Basic Rule: lt shall be unlaMul

for any person to operate any type of vessel on any public waters within
Kootenai County in a negligent manner without having due regard to the actual and potential hazards then
existing, or at any rate of speed greater than stated herein, or at any rate of speed greater than that which will
permit, in the exercise of reasonable care, the vessel to come to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead.

B. Speed Limits: Specific speed limits for all public waters within Kootenai County, except the Spokane River
from the headwater to the Post Falls Dam, the Coeur d'Alene River from the mouth to the county boundary, and
Lower Twin Lake, are as follows:
1. Within two hundred feet (200') of any shoreline or any dock, pier, other structure or any person in the
water, will be designated as a no wake zone in which the speed limit shall be five (5) miles per hour. This section
shall not apply to any vessel having in tow or othenvise assisting a person on waterskis, aquaplane or similar
contrivance upon start.

2.

Within one hundred feet (100') of any other vessel, the speed shall be reasonable and prudent, but not in
excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour.

3.

At night, where the speed is not othenruise restricted, the speed limit shall be twenty (20) miles per hour.

4. During the day, where the speed is not othenruise restricted, the speed limit shall be reasonable and
prudent, but not in excess of fifty (50) miles per hour; provided, however, that this subsection shall not apply to
any motor driven watercraft while the same is being operated while actively engaged in any regatta, race,
tournament or exhibition authorized pursuant to a valid marine event permit issued by the sheriff, if the permit
allows the motor driven watercraft participating in that regatta, race, tournament or exhibition to exceed the posted
speed limits; provided further, that this subsection shall not apply to a seaplane on the water.
5. This subsection shall not apply to any motor driven watercraft being operated under emergency conditions
or by any authorized agent of any law enforcement agency of the state of ldaho, a political subdivision or the
United States while said agent is acting in the performance of his duties.
C. Speed Limits For Certain Watenruays: Specific speed limits for the Spokane River from the headwater to the
Post Falls Dam, the Coeur d'Alene River from the mouth to the county boundary, and Lower Twin Lake are as
follows:

1. During the day, where the speed is not othenruise restricted, the speed limit shall be reasonable and
prudent, but not in excess of thirty five (35) miles per hour.
2.

At night, where the speed is not othenruise restricted, the speed limit shall be twenty (20) miles per hour.

3. During the day or night, no motor driven watercraft shall be operated at a speed or in a manner that
creates an excessive, dangerous or damaging wake.
4.

Within one hundred feet (100') of the shoreline, dock, pier, other structure or person in the water, the
speed limit shall be five (5) miles per hour, and no wake shall be created by any vessel.

5. The speed limit shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour within fifty feet (50') of another vessel.
6. This subsection shall not apply to any motor driven watercraft being operated under emergency conditions
or by any authorized agent of any law enforcement agency of the state of ldaho, the United States or any political
subdivision, while said agent is acting in the performance of his duties.

D. Boater Right Of Way: All persons using docks primarily placed for vessel use shall not interfere with vessels
approaching or departing dockage. (Ord. 379, 8-30-2006)

6-2-6: RESTRICTED ZONES t
A. General Restrictions: The board, by resolution, may designate or repeal a designation of a specific area or
areas on the public watenruays of Kootenai County as restricted zones. These zones shall be defined as follows:

1. "No motor driven watercraft zone" is defined as an area in which no motor of any kind can be used to
propel a vessel within the designated boundaries of the area.

2. "No swimming zone" is defined as an area in which swimming and the operation of float tubes and other
nonmotorized devices not designed or modified to be used as a means of transportation on water, such as
inflatable air mattresses, single inner tubes and beach and water toys, are prohibited within the designated
boundaries of the area in order to protect and promote the health, safety and welfare of the general public.
3. "No wake zone" is defined as an area in which the operation of a vessel must be accomplished at not
more than five (5) miles per hour and where no water shall produce a wake greater than four inches (4") in height
within the designated boundaries of the area.

4.

"No watercraft zone" is defined as an area in which the operation of any vessel is prohibited within the
designated boundaries of the area in order to protect and promote the health, safety and welfare of the general
public.

5. "No waterskiing zone" is defined as an area in which motor driven watercraft are prohibited from towing a
waterskier, a tube, a wakeboard, a knee board, or any other type of appliance within the designated boundaries of
the area. This is not intended to prohibit the towing of a vessel at no wake speed as defined in subsection A3 of
this section.
6. "Restricted personal watercraft zone" is defined as a designated operational zone for personal watercraft
on public waters within the county. A restricted personal watercraft zone may limit the operation of personal
watercraft within the zone to: a) no wake or less than five (5) miles per hour; b) personal watercraft only; c) no
personal watercraft allowed; or d) a specified distance from the shoreline.
7. "Restricted motor zone" is defined as an area in which the type of motor or the horsepower of a motor
which may be used to power a vessel on the water is limited within the designated boundaries of the area.
8. "Spokane River restricted access zone" is defined as the specific area in which swimming and the
operation of vessels are prohibited or restricted due to dangerous conditions resulting from the operation of Post
Falls Dam, as set forth by resolution duly enacted by the board.
9. "Restricted length zone" is defined as an area in which the launching of any vessel in excess of a
specified maximum length is prohibited at designated county facilities, or in which the parking of any motor
vehicle, trailer or combination thereof in excess of a specified maximum length is prohibited at designated county
facilities.
B. Flooding Or Threat Of Flooding:
1. No Wake Zones; Automatic Designation
a. The Coeur d'Alene River and all navigable waters within the Coeur d'Alene River drainage

(including the
Chain Lakes) shall be automatically designated as no wake zones in their entirety whenever one or more of the
following conditions exist:

(1)
(2)

The gauge on the Coeur d'Alene River at Cataldo reads forty three feet (43') or higher; or
The gauge on the Coeur d'Alene River at Enaville, in Shoshone County, reads seventy two feet (72')

or higher.

b. Coeur d'Alene Lake, Fernan Lake, and the Spokane River shall be automatically designated as no wake
zones in their entirety whenever the gauge on the Coeur d'Alene Lake at Tubbs Hill reads two thousand one
hundred thirty three feel (2,133') or higher.
The designation of these waters as no wake zones shall automatically expire when the conditions giving rise to
the designation no longer exist, except as othenarise provided in this chapter or any resolution authorized by this
chapter that has been enacted by the board and is effective and in force.

2. Restricted Zone Designations; Resolution Required: The board, by resolution duly enacted, may impose
any or all of the restricted zone designations listed in this section on any public watenruay within the county upon a

finding that actual flooding has occurred or that an imminent threat of flooding exists.

3. Lawful Uses Prohibited; Resolution Required: The board, by resolution duly enacted, may also prohibit
any or all othenruise lawful uses of any public watenruay within the county upon a finding that actual flooding has
occurred or that an imminent threat of flooding exists.
4. Time Limits On Resolutions: Any resolution enacted pursuant to this subsection shall automatically expire
thirty (30) days after enactment unless extended for another thirty (30) day period by subsequent resolution.
C. Violation: lt shall be unlawful to operate a vessel or to swim in a manner contrary to the restrictions or
prohibitions set forth in this section and/or any resolution enacted pursuant to this section while such resolution is
effective and in force. A violation of any provisions of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor. (Ord. 416,7-222008)
Notes
1. See also section 6-2-22 of this chapter.

6-2-21: CODIFIGATION OF RESOLUTIONS:
Any resolution enacted by the Board pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, with the exception of temporary
resolutions enacted pursuant to subsection 6-2-68 of this chapter, shall be codified as an appendix to this chapter
for such time as such resolution is in force. (Ord. 406, 10-15-2007)

